
page 1 M ay 201 1  B ethlehem S T A R 

B ethlehem 
S tar 

Bethlehem   Lutheran   Church   and   Preschool 

Bethlehem Mission 
Statement 

“To build the 
 family of God 

through relationship 
with Jesus Christ” 

Highlights in this issue: 

Article Page No. 

VOLUME 11 ISSUE 4 

May 2011 

PastorísPage 1

VBS & Pilgrim Lutheran 2
SchoolNews

VBSRegistration 3

VisionTeamsUpdate 4

RockAround the Clock! 5

Education Classes &
ConfirmationNews 6

LWMLNews& Job Seekers
LIFGroup 7

BethlehemPreschoolNews 8-9

STARLights 10

Birthdays&Anniversaries 11

ParishNursing 12-13

WorldMissionNews 14
LOVE INC&Comforts
ofHome 15-16

Forest Hill Lutheran School 17

MayCalendar 18

MayServiceRoster 19

No CondemnationNo CondemnationNo CondemnationNo CondemnationNo Condemnation 
Romans 8:1-2 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me 
free from the law of sin and death.” 

     In John 8: 1-11, we read the story of a woman brought to Jesus because 
she was guilty of adultery.  The religious leaders wanted her stoned according 
to the law.  Jesus recognized that the woman was guilty; she had been caught 
in the act of sinning.  But instead of stoning the woman, Jesus said that 
whoever is without sin, should cast the first stone.  None of them could con-
demn her, for each was guilty of some sin.  Finally the woman was alone with 
Jesus.  Jesus said to the woman, “Neither do I condemn you, go now and 
leave your life of sin.” (John 8: 11) 
     We find that same attitude when we come to God repenting and confessing 
our sins. There is no question that we are guilty. But rather than being con-
demned or rejected because we have failed again, we are forgiven.  Jesus 
didn’t come to condemn the world, but to save it. (John 3:17) 
     So why are we so quick to condemn one another? The minute a friend or 
acquaintance lets us down, makes wrong choices, or falls into sin, we point 
fingers.  We spread gossip and lose respect for that person.  Yet each of us is 
guilty of our own sins.  We need to be kind and gentle with one another and 
quick to forgive. We are all guilty but not condemned because of Christ living 
in us. 
     We are loved by our merciful God who seeks a closer relationship with 
you. 
Call on Him. Worship Him every day, but especially on Sundays when we 
gather together as one body; Receive forgiveness and strength through Holy 
Communion. 
If you have missed services, come back. Don’t neglect the nourishment your 
soul needs. 
Be encouraged through Word and Sacrament that there is no condemnation in 
Christ Jesus. He sets us free to live in forgiveness and joy! 

Holy Spirit, bring to my mind sins I need to confess to receive forgive-
ness. Teach me to be forgiving and non-condemning toward others. 
Cover me with Your joy that I might be a blessing to others for You. 
Amen. 

PPPPPaaaastor Bradstor Bradstor Bradastor Bradstor Brad 



page 2 M ay 201 1  B ethlehem S T A R 

Mark your summer calendar for Vaca t ion Bible School! 
July 11July 11July 11July 11July 11-----1515151515, 2 011, 2 011, 2 011, 2 011, 2 011 

Registra t ion opens on  May 2nd. 
Forms will be available in t he church 

of f ice and on BLC ’s websi te. quest ions? 
or interested in volunteering... 

talk to Kerry a t  
          KerryLena@gmail.com 

RegisRegisRegisRegisRegistration in Full Swing!tration in Full Swing!tration in Full Swing!tration in Full Swing!tration in Full Swing! 
Registration at Pilgrim Lutheran School in 
Beaverton, OR is in Full Swing for the 2011- 
2012 school year. Pilgrim Lutheran has been 
proudly offering Quality, Accredited and Christ- 
infused education for Preschool through 8th 
grade for 30 years! Many classes are filling fast 
and wait lists are forming. Contact the school 
office at school.office@pilgrimbeaverton.com or 
503-644-8697 to schedule a tour and reserve 
a spot for your child today! 
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will include Sunday morning 
classes, mid-week classes; 
weekend workshops and 
seminars; and retreats. 

And our RELATIONSHIP 
Team will be initially re- 
energizing the number and 
types of LIF Groups and 
Fellowship events being 
offered here at 
Bethlehem...these represent 
the first stepping stones for 
us to become Connected to 
One Another. 

If you’re interested in being 
a part of any of these 
teams, please contact the 
Church Office...they’ll be 
happy to get you connected! 
(503.649.3380) 

- continued next column - 

Connected to Christ! 
Connected to One Another! 

Serving All People! 
monthly summary by Bob Fossum 

I am hoping that by now, these are becoming very familiar words 
to you.  These words form our vision for the preferred future at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church.  We have put together four teams of 
volunteers to help us move forward with this vision in our efforts 
to create environments where personal spiritual growth has been 
shown to naturally happen: in RELATIONSHIPS; in WORSHIP; in a 
DISCIPLESHIP process and through our participation in acts of 
SERVICE.  These four teams will be presenting us with some amazing 
opportunities for us to become more intentional in our efforts to grow in 
our personal discipleship as well as our efforts to reach out to our 
community with the invitation for them to make Bethlehem their place to 
become Connected to Christ; Connected to One Another; and Serve All 
People. 

I want to update you on our progress.  All four groups met for the first 
time on March 31 to launch our vision.  Groups were challenged to: 

•  Define what success would look like from their team’s perspec-
tive. 

•   Brainstorming Ideas for possible environments from their team’s 
perspective. 

•  Consider their ideas from the Matrix that has been developed to 
hold us accountable in our planning process. 

•  Prioritize their thoughts into some attainable goals. 

Teams are scheduled for follow up meetings on the following dates: 
• DISCIPLESHIP Team:  April 28 • 7:00 pm in the Inn at 

                Bethlehem 
• RELATIONSHIP Team:  May 2 • 7:00 pm in the Inn at 

                 Bethlehem 
• SERVICE Team:  May 4 • 7:00 pm in the Inn at Bethlehem 

If you are interested in being a part of one of these teams, please 
contact the church office, 503.649.3380.  You will be connected with 
the Team Leader who will put you in touch with the team of your choice. 

You will start seeing results of these teams in the next couple of 
months.  The SERVICE team has a number of events in the final stages 
of planning (clothing distribution day; blood drive; Packed With Love 
event; Feed My Starving Children; Thrivent - Habitat for Humanity 
Build). 

The DISCIPLESHIP Team is targeting next September to launch a 
long-term plan for the spiritual growth of Bethlehem members.  This 
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Take a journey 
through the Bible on 
Sundays, 10:00- 
10:45am. Currently 
walking through the 
minor prophets of 
Hosea, Joel, Micah, 
Nahum all the way 
through Malachi. No 
previous Bible 
knowledge needed. 
Come and learn, 
share, get connected 
with Christ and with 
others. Meeting in 
the Community 
Center with Pastor 
Hirsch through July. 
No class in August. 
Start again Sept. 11. 
Everyone welcome! 
Bring your friends! 

 Confirmation  is June 12th in the 
Morning Song (11:00am)  worship service. 
Twenty young people will confirm their faith 
in Christ, baptized into God’s family. 

The Conformation Witness Project 
Prior to the confirmation celebration will be 
two nights of  testimony:  May 15th and 

22nd – both nights from 5-6p.m.  Everyone is invited. It will be an 
hour you will not soon forget. Informative, inspirational, and all 
to the glory of Jesus. Make plans to come, listen, and encour-
age our young people in their journey of faith. 

John, the “disciple Jesus loved,” was 
an old man when he wrote his first 
epistle.  All the other disciples were 
dead and only he remained of the 
original Twelve.  His long life had 
given him the opportunity to witness the spectacular 
growth of the church.  As well as growth, there had been 
disagreement, defection and heresy – even in the 

churches that John had pastored. 

So, John wrote his first epistle to those 
churches.  In it you get the sense that 
John is boiling down the Gospel to its 
main point:  “God is Light; God is Love; 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God who 
has come in the flesh; and we are to be 
His children who have eternal life, who 
do not continue in sin, and who love one 

another.”  Here John focuses all the wisdom and insight of 
his long years into a few chapters full of insights and won-
derful images. 

WALKING IN THE LIGHT 
A   S t u d y   o f   1   J o h n 

Sunday Mornings in May and June 
9:45 – 10:45 am in The Inn at Bethlehem 
Bob Fossum & Ron Hoffman, Facilitators 



Rock Around the Clock! 

Saturday, May 21 
 

Bethlehem Community Center 
Tickets are $20 per person  

These were the days when Elvis rocked the radio, a gallon of 
milk was less than one dollar & Disneyland  became the 

fabulous decade with a Blue Plate Special dinner of pot roast, 
mashed potatoes, veggies, rolls, & dessert. Sample a Shirley 

Temple at our old fashioned soda fountain. Groove to the tunes 
you loved performed by live musicians. Experience this decade 

Bethlehem Youth Ministry. Get your tickets now Daddy-‐O! 
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Connected To One Another 
 JOB SEEKERS 

New LIF group starts on Tues-
day April 26th. Connect with 
others who are out of work, 
looking for a new job, or 
changing careers. If you feel 
lost and alone come and join 
with others who are experienc-
ing the same challenges. We 
plan to meet on every Tuesday 
morning from 8:00 am to 9:00 
am. Come and find support and 
discover resources to help in this difficult time. For 
more information, contact Bob at 503-475-2827. 

~ LWML ~ 
REBEKAH SO-

CIETY 
4.14.11 Minutes 

Ladies gathered for a potluck 
luncheon. Items of business 
discussed include: 

Attendees of the recent 
Spring Rally gave a report. 
Thre was an ingathering for a 
Columbia County Pregnancy 
Center and disposable dia-
pers were given from our 
society. 

Window blinds have been 
ordered for the Sonrise Room 

Flowers will be purchased 
and given out after each 
worship service on Mother’s 
Day. 

Our next meeting will be 
Thursday, May 19th at 
11:30a.m. in the Sonrise 
Room at Bethlehem. 

MIGHTY MITES! 
The national LWML bien-
nium has closed and funds 
raised for Mites resulted 
in a shortage of 
$46,726.64.  LWML 
President Janice Wendorf 
shared, “The joyful efforts 
of raising mites resulted in 
an amazing $255,842.99 
donated in the month of 
March. We need to start 
strong for the 2011-2013 
biennium that has just 
begun with this same 
eagerness in order to 
finish strong. Let’s look at 
the funds needed every 
month in order to reach 
each hurdle, as together 
we continue to steadily 
support the work of the 
Lord through the LWML.” 

At the convention in June 
2011, a new challenge will 
be in place. It will include 

the shortfall from 2009- 
2011, plus a new mite goal 
set for the next biennium 

that will 
support 
the 
mission 
grants 
and work 

of the LWML for the next 
two years. Please con-
tinue to fill your Mite Box, 
saying a prayer with each 
monetary gift that mites 
gathered will help provide 
opportunities for others to 
hear the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.  At 
Bethlehem, Mites are 
collected the second 
Sunday of the month. 
None of these mites stay 
with the Rebekah Guild but 
are sent to the District and 
national LWML. 

The deadline for the 
JUNE 2011 

Bethlehem STAR 
Newsletter is May 

20th. Please be sure to 
submit any articles 

you wish to have pub-
lished to the Church 

Office before this date! 
Thanks! 
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BET HLEHEM  PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Singing in Church 
On May 1st we sang at the 11:00am worship service with Kerry, Pas-
tor and Bob!  The Preschool is very blessed to have wonderful sup-
port from our Church staff! They teach us such fun ways to Praise 

the Lord! 

St. Jude Bike-A-Thon 
For the 13th year we are supporting the children at St. Jude 
Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee by holding our Bike-A-Thon. 
Over the last 12 years we have raised $25,000 for St. Jude!! If 
you would like to participate, please see Carolyn Meier. We invite 

you to come watch this event on Friday, May 6th from 9:30am- 
11:30am at the Preschool. 

4s Graduation 
Our 4-year-old classes will finish off their year with a very special 
Graduation ceremony on Wednesday, May 25th at 7:00pm in the 
Bethlehem Church Sanctuary. A reception for our 

graduates follows in the Community Center.  Congratulations to all 
our Graduates! 

All School Picnic 
Fun for all on Thursday, May 26th at Camp Rivendale/Jenkins Estate from 11:00am 
to 1:00pm. 

Registration for next years classes is open for our 3 and 4 year old classes 
which run from 9:00am-11:30am each morning. Child-care is also available before 
and after class.  Please see Brenda in the Church office for information 
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Preschool News 

Mrs. Meier’s 3 Year Old Class, Teri Robinson, teacher’s aide 
JUMP FOR JOY! JESUS IS ALIVE!! Jesus tells us that He will be with us always. Why? Because 
He loves us!  And He wants us to follow in His footsteps and to love each other just like He loves 
us John 13:34.  One special way we are doing this is by helping other boys and girls – boys and 
girls who are sick at a hospital called St. Jude Childrens Hospital. We 
are helping them by having a Bide-a-Thon and by bringing in pennies 
and coins and pledges from friends and families to send to them. And 
we are praying for them and thanking God for making us healthy and 
for giving us strong legs and feet that can walk and run and jump and 
hop and ride a bike! During April we had fun wearing slippers and boots 
and sandals and dressy shoes and sneakers as we celebrated our legs 
and our feet. And we counted our toes and even painted our feet 
purple!!! JUMP FOR JOY! 

Mrs. Meier’s 4 Year Old Class, Mary Heck, teacher’s aide 
Happy Easter!  In April our letters of the week, U, V, W and X helped 
us celebrate Jesus Unbelievable Victory over death. We planted Veg-
etable seeds which came alive just like Jesus did.  Our letter W was 
for WWJD – What Would Jesus Do? He would love and care for and 
help and forgive people. And He would take away our sins! Jesus is our 
eXcellent eXample.  We really want to be like Jesus and so we are 
caring for boys and girls at St. Jude Hospital by taking part in their 

Bike-a-thon.  And we are sending them our Xs and Os – our love and our kisses! 

Mrs. Sellke’s 3 Year Old Classes, Teri Robinson, teacher’s aide 
Happy Easter!  Our three year old theme in April was God gave me feet.   During our Easter 
party we used our hopping feet to find eggs filled with candy, cross necklaces, rings and other 
fun surprises hidden around the church.  We learned how Jesus used his walking feet to share 

his love and how he walked on water!  We even wore different 
types of shoes on our feet this month, slippers, and boots, 
dress shoes and sandals.  Finally we used our peddling feet and 
rode our bicycles to raise money for St. Jude s Childrens hos-
pital.  We thank you God for our feet and for sending Jesus to 
walk on earth and show your love. 

Mrs. Sellke’s 4 Year Old Classes, Mary Heck, Teri Robinson, teacher aides 
He is risen!  During the month of April Mrs. Sellkes four year old class celebrated Jesus death, 
and resurrection.  We are glad our victory is in Him!  We also talked about what Jesus would do 
if he found someone sick or sad and how Jesus wants us to do the same. Then we practiced 
being like Jesus by raising money for children at St. Judes hospital during our annual bike-a- 
thon.  It feels great knowing we are making a difference in a childs life. 
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S T A R L ights . . . S tories to InspireS T A R L ights . . . S tories to InspireS T A R L ights . . . S tories to InspireS T A R L ights . . . S tories to InspireS T A R L ights . . . S tories to Inspire 
from Irma L einfrom Irma L einfrom Irma L einfrom Irma L einfrom Irma L ein 

We complain about the cross we bear but don’t realize it is preparing us 
for the dip in the road that God can see and we can’t. 

Whatever your cross, whatever your pain, 
there will always be sunshine, after the rain... 

Perhaps you may stumble, perhaps even fall, 
but God’s always ready to answer your call... 

He know every heartache, sees every tear, 
a word from His lips can calm every fear... 

Your sorrows may linger throughout the night, 
but suddenly vanish with dawn’s early light... 

The Savior is waiting somewhere up above 
to give you His grace and send you His love... 

God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage. 

You question God, “Why me?” Always look at the bigger picture. 
A day without the Lord is a day wasted. 



page 11 M ay 201 1  B ethlehem S T A R 

May 3 Sterling & Rae Nelson 54 years 
9 Richard & Francene Hansen 52 years 
11 Lorin & Dee Wolmuth 59 years 
14 Duane & Susan Dippon 34 years 
14 Jim & Dena Johnson 34 years 
17 Brad & Mary Loseke 36 years 
20 Ben & Stephanie Heldt 5 years 

M ay  Birthdays  

 M ay  Anniversaries  

May 1 Kyler Hornback 
1 LaVonne Hovland 
3 Alex Heck 
3 Teddy Peoples 
4 Luke Meier 
5 Paul Braem 
5 Jeff Sellke 
5 Sally Speer 
7 Kris Schultz 
8 Duane Dippon 
9 John Krahel 
9 Darien Thomas 
9 Jeff Zimbrick 
10 Kimberly Perkins 
11 Eleanor Schultz 
12 Brad Gray 
13 Gavin Brown 
13 Natasha Furby 
13 Michael Hoffman 
13 Simon Kachmarek 
14 Chris Dippon 
15 Luke Beale 

May 15 Daphne Johnson 
16 Beth Dippon 
17 Bryon Henderson 
18 Sarah Heck 
18 Ann Kempema 
18 Jim Schultz 
19 Amu Schluessler 
19 Lauren Stewart 
20 Lorraine Erickson 
20 Jaymie Finster 
21 Pam Reid 
22 Shaun Braem 
22 Andrew Finster 
22 Amy Ruhnke 
23 Marilyn Lindquist 
26 Rick Refsland 
27 Karen Goode 
27 Debbie Vosseler 
28 Zack Braem 
29 David Lofdahl 
30 Greg Dubberke 
31 Jan Brown 

May 20 Jim & Judy Pierce 33 years 
22 Kurt & Bonnie Selin 35 years 
31 Stan & Susan Blair 31 years 
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By Dena Bindewald, Parish Nurse 
DEPRESSION 

This cold, wet, dismal, almost sunless spring has left me feeling a little depressed. How about you? It 
is amazing how my mood changes when the sun comes out…my spirits brighten and I have re-
newed energy. But it makes me think of those who suffer from more serious depression. 

 Depression is more than just a passing sad mood…it is an illness that affects the way one feels 
about themselves and other people. Left untreated, depression can be as debilitating as any 
chronic disease. Depression can seriously affect one’s quality of life by interfering with the ability to 
function normally on a daily basis. Up to 15% of people with a major depression or bipolar (manic- 
depressive) disorder commit suicide. What is more disturbing is that 40-60% of people with a depres-
sive disorder receive their only health care from their primary care physicians or from other health 
care professionals who have NO expertise in mental health disorders!! 
People at risk: 

1. those who have recently lost a job 
2. those who have recently lost a loved one 
3. those with a family history of depression 
4. those with a serious medical or psychiatric disorder 
5. older adults 
6. women-depression is almost twice as high in women, perhaps because of hormonal influ-

ences (eg. the “baby blues” ) or perhaps because women may be more willing to seek 
medical treatment 

Types of depression: 
1. Dysthymia- a constant form of depression that is not as severe as major depression; can 

precede a major depression. Symptoms of dysthymia do not disable but keep one from 
functioning well and feeling good. 

2. Major depression-a disorder that interferes with one’s ability to work, study, sleep,  eat or to 
enjoy once pleasurable activities 

3. Bipolar disease (also known as manic-depressive disorder) -consists of cycles in a person’s 
mood, energy level, concentration, judgment and ability to function. A person’s mood is 
normal between the “lows” of major depression and the “highs” of mania. Symptoms of 
mania may include: abnormal or excessive elation, unusual irritability, decreased need for 
sleep, grandiose notions, increased talking,racing thoughts, markedly increased energy, poor 
judgment, and inappropriate social behavior 

Signs and Symptoms: 
Vary from person to person but experts generally agree that a person has clinical depression when 
he or she experiences some or all of these symptoms nearly every day for at least two weeks. 

1. A persistently sad or depressed mood 
2. Losing interest in things that were once pleasurable 
3. Experiencing at least 3 of the following physical/psychological signs and symptoms that differ 

from one’s normal responses: 
· decreased energy, lack of motivation or drive 
· changes in appetite and weight 
· less attention to grooming, poor hygiene 
· disturbances in sleep patterns 
· lack of concentration 

Parish Nursing Health Update 

(continued on page 13) 
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· forgetfulness 
· feelings of worthlessness, hopelessness, help-

lessness, guilt, low self-esteem, indecisiveness 
· lethargy or agitation 
· having headaches, stomachaches, diarrhea 

and pains that don’t respond to treatment 
· thoughts of suicide or death 

Diagnosis: 
Often lab tests and imaging studies are used to rule out other 
disorders associated with depression such as brain tumors or hy-
pothyroidism. Mental status examinations can be used to help 
diagnose or rule out other psychiatric disorders and substance 
abuse problems. Rating scales may be used to assess the severity 
of depressive symptoms and response to treatment. 

Treatment: 
· The most effective treatment for major depression com-

bines antidepressant drugs AND psychotherapy. 
· Psychotherapy can be helpful by encouraging an indi-

vidual with depression to adhere to his medication regime, 
help him function better in daily life, and teach him ways to 
better deal with stress, anxiety, and negative thoughts and 
emotions. Psychotherapy can help an individual under-
stand how their thoughts become distorted and thereby 
contribute to depression. 

· Antidepressant medicines used to treat depression increase 
the level of chemicals in the brain that balance one’s 
moods. It may take several weeks for the medicines to work 
and some medicines may work better in some people than 
in others. 

· Exercising, thinking positive thoughts, and joining friends and 
family in activities that one enjoys can also help in treating 
a depressive disorder. 

· Close monitoring by a health care professional with exper-
tise in treating mental health issues is important for success-
ful and on-going treatment for one with a depressive disor-
der. 

Sources: Nursing 2003, March 2003, Vol.33, No.3 
               Nursing 2004, December 2004, Vol.33, No.12 

               www.nimh.nih.gov/healthinformation/ 
depressionmenu.cfm 

(continued from page 12) 

Blood 
pressure 

screening is 
available 

between and 
af ter worship 

services on 
the third 
Sunday 

of the month. 
You’ll find 

this service 
located at the 
main church 
of fice in a 

confidential 
setting. 



page 14 M ay 201 1  B ethlehem S T A R 

World Mission News 
May 2011 

(continued on page 15) 

Focus Ministry 
A few of my responsibilities at the Focus Coffeehouse include setting up the 
rooms for students and visitors. I also help lead the prayer team before the 
evening activities start. A few weeks ago after finishing the setups, I sat 
down waiting for my prayer partners to arrive. Unfortunately, they were 
trapped in the rush hour traffic and couldn’t arrive on time. I went ahead 
and prayed for the evening activities by myself. 

During my prayer time, a young Chinese student sat down beside me and 
asked me what I was doing. I told him that I was praying for the students and the evening activi-
ties. After finishing my prayer, the two of us got into interesting conversations. During that time we 
got to know each other better and decided to enjoy the evening soup supper with each other. 

The theme for the evening was a discussion of Easter. Our leader did a good job of sharing a 
simplified explanation of Easter. This was a challenge because we had several students from 
different parts of the world, many of whom were not Christians, but were interested in the mes-
sage. During the presentation, I looked around the room and most of the students listened intently 
to the message, including the young Chinese student. After the presentation, we have discussions 
at our tables about the presentation. 

The Holy Spirit was working in the hearts of students that evening. The Chinese student started 
asking questions about how Christians celebrate the holidays and the differences between 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter. I did my best to tell him about the holidays and what Jesus 
did for us on Good Friday and His resurrection on Easter morning. This young man, and several 
other students, were really interested in learning more about Christianity and was even willing to 
visit a Church to see what it is all about. I knew then, that God had set up a devine appointment 
for me that evening. I gave the student my contact information, and told him to email me when he 
had a chance. If his schedule would allow it, he would try to connect with me on a weekend a 
might be willing to meet me at Church. Unfortunately, during our worship times, he might have his 
flying lessons. Please pray for this student that he and I can reconnect or that he can reconnect 
with others to bring him to Church and let him meet Jesus. 

Good News from the Dominican Republic 
Rev. Walter and Ana Ries share the following good news: “On Feb. 6, we celebrated the birth of a 
new church in Licey as four adults were confirmed and we celebrated the Lord’s Supper for the 
first time. More than 20 people came together, including members from the mission in Santiago, to 
celebrate the presence of Christ amongst us for the forgiveness of sins through Word and Sacra-
ment. We give thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ for His tender mercies which are new to us each 
day! 

“The four confirmed were Yban and Martha Navarro, Elizabeth Minaya and Luis Paulino. The 
mission in Licey began to build relationships within the local community through one of our Amigo 
de Jesus clubs, which meet monthly to provide Bible activities for children with developmental 
disabilities and their families. Martha is one of the helpers for this group. Elizabeth is her sister and 
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(continued from page 14) 

Luis is a co-worker and friend of Yban. Currently, another eight adults are now in confirmation 
classes in Licey! 

“February was a big month for confirmations as we also celebrated the confirmation of 10 
people in Palmar Arriba and four in Las Americas! Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Please keep all of these new confirmands in your prayers.” 

Prayers 
Continue to pray for the people of Japan, who are recovering from the earthquake, tsunami, 
and other areas of difficulty. Join me in thanking God for continuing to send missionaries and 
other Christian volunteers to help these people recover from unbelievable disasters. We thank 
God for the Good News of touching people’s lives in Japan. 
In the Name of Christ, 
Herb Tretzen 

A BIG THANK YOU!!! 
 TO ALL WHO DONATED TO COMFORTS OF HOME 

We had a wonderful year of giving to our community and to those who are in need. All 
year we had the things people needed and when we ran low, God stepped in and filled 
the need through you and the donations of linens and housewares. 

Here is a look at what we provided in 2010: 
412 people were served, 231 of them being children. 

231 sheet sets and 215 blankets given 
24 sleeping bags 
224 towel sets 

124 tableware sets 
130 pillows 

40 appliances and 42 pots/pans received 
 398 miscellaneous items 

And many hours of listening and sharing Christ’s love. 

Hey, Buddy, can you spare a bed? 
At last count, Comforts Of Home served 136 people during the first quarter on this year.  Thats 
sixty-one adults and seventy-five children!  Many of these people, for various reasons, are starting 
completely over and need EVERYTHING.  
 Love Inc has run out of beds and, although we usually receive sheets to give away, many times there 
are no beds to use them on.  Some people are taking flat sheets and blankets to lay on sofas, or just 
the floor. 
 If you have beds no longer needed, think of Comforts Of Home first.  We have a great need of 
queen sized blankets and new or gently used pillows, as well.  
 As always, any usable household items are needed.  Items can be placed on the metal shelf upstairs 
at BLC.  Thank you! 
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WHAT IS LOVE INC? 
Love INC networks local churches, church volunteers, and community organiza-
tions together to help people in need.  Churches and individual Christians 
work together, across denominational lines, to provide help with basic needs 
such as food, clothing, furniture, baby supplies, linens and household items. 

LOVE INC connects people in need with resources that can help. 
The local Love INC Clearinghouse maintains information on community resources, church outreach 
ministries and talents of people in the pews.  On the phone, volunteers prayerfully and lovingly receive 
requests for help and extent of need.  Each need is then referred to the most appropriate network 
church, church volunteer or agency.  Volunteers follow up to ensure the need was met and to offer 
prayer and spiritual support.  Love INC offers assistance to anyone in the community who is in need. 

Love INC helps churches mobilize their members to reach out to those in need. 
Many people possess gifts and talents they don’t believe can be used for ministry to those in need. 
Love INC inventories and utilizes the many different skills and talents a congregation has to offer. 

Love INC identifies unmet needs in the community and helps churches build ministries to fill 
the gaps in services. 

From baby cribs to medical equipment to life skills classes, Love INC helps churches organize services 
and products through Gap Ministries to meet real needs in their community without duplicating 

existing resources.  At Bethlehem, the Comforts of Home Gap Ministry provides people with linens 
and household items. 

Love INC helps people in crisis by providing them with opportunities for life change through 
relationships with caring Christians.” 

Through Relational Ministry, Love INC trains volunteers from many different churches to walk alongside 
people in need for an extended period, surrounding them with skills training, mentoring, resources, 
and spiritual and emotional support in order to help them move toward self-sufficiency. 

Become our Facebook friend for updates and volunteer opportunities 
 @ Love INC of Greater Beaverton 

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED? 
Check the Love INC bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for information! 

Questions?  Talk to Joyce Maier, Clearinghouse Coordinator for Love INC 
(503) 336-5946       info@loveincbeaverton    www.loveincbeaverton.org 
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SPRING BRINGS NEW GROWTH TO FOREST HILLS LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
Honor Roll 
Forest Hills is developing Christian leaders for the twenty first century.  The 
following students were on the Forest Hills Lutheran School Honor roll for 
the 2nd trimester. 
6th Grade:  Megan Dutro, Petra Flemmer, Fana Gottschalk, Tanner Heikes, 

Hannah Kachmarek, Lillian Kachmarek, Renee Knepper, Brandon 
Noffsinger, Melanie Osburn, Kennedy Taube, Maria Underwood, Stevie 
Walker 

7th Grade:  Jessi Beyer, Ashton Carow, Jacob Dicken, Alli Fellger, David Gehlen, Amber 
Holland, Joey Landreville, Audrey Lommen, Faith Peterson, Noelle Reese, Sarah Sellke, 
Leia Zimmerly 

8th Grade:  Matthew Atkinson, Jasmine Peterson, Jacob Siegel, Cole Waibel, Russell Walker, 
Willie Williams 

Annual Spring Event, Friday, May 6th, 7:00 pm 
A drama production of The Sling Shot Heard Round the World will be presented by our 
Kindergarten through 2nd grade students.  Personal projects will be displayed by students in 
grades 3rd – 5th, while 6th – 8th grade students will share pieces of art they have created.  The 
campus will be a bustle of activity.  Please join us! 

Kindergarten Informational Meeting, Monday May 9th, 7:00 pm 
Mrs. Heldt, our Kindergarten teacher, and Ms. Hoffman, our Multiage teacher, will share their 
classroom philosophy.  Learn what your child will experience as a Kindergarten student in 
our traditional Kindergarten class, or in the Multiage class, which is a class of 18 students that 
serves students in grades Kindergarten through 2nd grade.  Free childcare is available. 
Please rsvp at 503-359-4853. 

Curious George, Wednesday, May 11th, 1:00 – 2:30 pm. 
This event is designed for preschool children.  You are invited to accompany your 
preschooler fun activities designed to introduce your child to a “big school”.  The afternoon 
includes meeting Curious George, and the Man with the Yellow Hat, as well as storytime, 
monkey snacks, and a yellow hat craft.  Call the school 503-359-4853 to reserve your spot. 

Now Enrolling! 
We are seeing fresh new growth in our enrollment.  We already have 30 new students, who 
along with their families are anxiously awaiting the start of school in the fall.  You can be 
one of these families too.  The admission process begins with easy online steps at fhls.org or 
by contacting Sharlayne Buuck at 503-359-4853 or buucks@fhls.org to arrange a visit of our 
beautiful campus.  There is limited space remaining in grades K-8th. 

A Night in the Orient 
Many thanks for all who contributed to the success of the Forest Hills auction.  It was en-
joyed by 250 guests and was sold out one month prior to the big night.  God’s power was 
present in all aspects of this event.  The auction raises funds for the ministry of the school 
and impacts 176 young lives. 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church and Preschool 
18865 SW Johnson St.  Aloha, OR  97006-3164 

       CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Brad Hirsch, Senior Pastor 
Bob Fossum, Minister of Family Life 
Carolyn Meier, Preschool Director 
Kerry Bauer, Worship Coordinator, 
     Children’s Ministry Director 
Melissa Shults, Interim Youth Director 
Robin Fossum, Parish Administrator 
Brenda Shults, Receptionist & Preschool Secretary 

Email:  blc.aloha@frontier.com 
http://www.blcfamily.org 

Worship Services: 8:30, 11:00am 
Sunday School : 9:45am 

Office Phone:  503-649-3380 
FAX: 503-649-1530 


