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A New Year is Coming!

When we think about a new year ahead of us, this is often the time for
reflection on the year past, as well as a time for thinking about the
future. When we look back, we are certainly a healthier and happier
congregation than we were only a brief 4 months ago! As we look
forward, it's sometimes fun to make predictions. What are you expect-
ing to happen here in the next several months? Here’s what I'm ex-
pecting:
- Progress on discussing and defining what accountability and

communication mean for us, and through that discussion, a

healthier community;

Progress on calling a youth minister and a lead pastor, thereby

coming closer to fulfilling God’s plan for us;

Progress on understanding our mission and our resources. We'll

know more about

o Who are we, really, and
o What can we do and what’s not likely to happen.

I’'m pretty sure those things are going to happen. On the other hand,
I’'m absolutely certain that these things will happen:

God’s power and love will continue to be present in our lives,

We will continue to sin and be forgiven,

God’s Holy Spirit will continue to reach us through His Word and

Sacraments.
Since I've been here, I've seen God’s power and presence in our lives,
not just with us as a community of faith, but also in individual lives.
What a blessing to be comforted and directed by the love of God! May
we all have a blessed new year!

Pastor David Reinke
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

4 January 8 — January 15
g Community Center
BRULER o 45 10:45 am
The Wise Men or Magi who

EPIPHANY

Jesus were the first Gentiles to acknowledge
Jesus as “King” and so were the first to
“show” or “reveal” Jesus to a wider world as
the incarnate Christ. This act of worship by
the Magi, which corresponded to Simeon’s
blessing that this child Jesus would be “a
light for revelation to the Gentiles”.

The day is now observed as a time of
focusing on the mission of the church in
reaching others by “showing” Jesus as the
Savior of all people.

You are invited to join us for this enlightening
two week study on Epiphany. January 8 will
focus on the Magi and a Bible study entitled,
Let There Be Light. January 8 will be led by
Ron Hoffman.

January 15 will be led by Pastor Reinke as
he shares his thoughts on the mission of
Bethlehem and how this can be a place that
reaches others by showing Jesus as the
Savior of all people.

January 20 — March 4
Bethlehem Lutheran Community Center
9:45 — 10:45 am

Councils, Creeds, and Controversy

Do you understand the Nicene creeds which we recite
in the Divine Liturgy? Have you ever puzzled over the
meaning of “[I believe] in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made?” Only-Begotten? Very God of very God?
Begotten, Not Made? Of one Substance? This
course will step you through the first three ecumenical
councils and explore what controversies gave rise to
the creeds. We’'ll explore the various heresies that
emerged in the early church and meet some of the key
players in the development of the Church’s
confession. Along the way we’ll examine the
relationship of the Father, Son, and Spirit as the
Trinitarian God. We’ll also struggle to decipher what is
meant by the phrase “true God and true man.” We'll
also grapple with the central tenet which is the starting
point for every Church Father: the incarnation of
Jesus Christ.

Our special presenter for this class will be Dr. Mike
Thomas. Mike and his family are members at
Bethlehem. Mike is Associate Professor of Classical
Languages and Humanities at Concordia University in
NE Portland.

Children in grades Preschool through 5" can be dropped off each
week for Sunday School in our Early Childhood Center.

Children will have a high-energy time of worship and lessons following the
Kingdom Quest curriculum.

Middle School and Senior High students begin with an opening in the

b Youth Room (Starlight classroom) before heading off to their respective

Youth jn Ministry classes.

& YOUTH

events.

YOUTH IN MISSION Middle School (6th-8th) and Senior High (9th-
12th) Youth Groups typically happens on Sundays from 6:00 to 8:00p.m.
Check the weekly calendar, This Week at Bethlehem, for current youth
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A Glimpse of Stewardship

From the Stewardship Committee

Is More Better?

Sometimes we get in “the goodness rut.” Like the rich young man in Mark chapter
10. Apparently he wasn’t satisfied with power and riches. He had gone through the
religious checklist: don’t lie, cheat, steal, etc. So he asked Jesus, “How do | find
eternal life?” We have a stewardship checklist: Time, Treasure, Talent. But merely
increasing our giving isn't what God wants. He wants it all. Mind, heart, soul! What
shall I givein 2012? The Master replies, “Give everything. Follow me!”
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Parish Nurse Ministry
sponsors
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AN APPOINTMENT
WORTHMAKING!
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1:00pm-2:00pm
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~FREE HEALTH SEMINAR

Saturday, February 11"

The Inn at Bethlehem

—Sign up at the LIF Board

January 2012 Bethlehem STAR

Are you struggling with fatigue?
Are you confused about what is healthy?
Would you like to eat more
and still lose weight?

Learn what your body really needs.
Learn what toxins are in your blood.
Learn about disease
causing/fighting foods.

You are what you eat!!

It doesn’t have to be expensive or time
consuming to eat healthy.

Join Dr. Dan Miller-A Maximized Living
Chiropractor, who will be presenting
simple plans for healthy eating.
Encouragement and simple steps
provided.

Questions? Contact
Parish Nurse,Dena Bindewald
503-642-5549

Please come and get your New Year
off to a healthy start!
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THANK YOU - THANK YOU - THANK YOU!

To all who participated in serving people in need with Christmas Baskets.

# 29 families were served (177 people) A\

@ 20 families were served through Love INC and * 7
9 families served through church members

@ Approximately 2,200 food items were donated

2 23 BLC families delivered boxes

# $500 donated by Thrivent —

& Each family received $20-$40 in Gift Cards from Fred Meyer

®$1,938 cash donations were received

%

To those of you who delivered Christmas Boxes...we would love
your feedback. Please send an email to Joyce Maier and let her know
about your experiences delivering boxes to the families. Her email is
joycemaier@yahoo.com. Thank you!

Happy New Year! We have the statistics of those we were able to serve
in the third quarter of 2011, thanks to your generosity:

Clients served, Total: 93 (45 Adults, 48 Children
Sheet sets, Total: 60 Tableware Sets: 11
Blankets, Total: 47 Appliances: 17 @

Sleeping Bags: 6 Towel Sets: 53
Pillows: 21 Pots/Pans: 35
Miscellaneous ltems: 114

If you are thinking about volunteering in a new program this year, consider
joining the staff of Comforts Of Home. The rewards are great, and the
time commitments are small!

Please remember COH as you make room for any new bedding, linens

and/or household goods you may have received as gifts for Christmas.
As always, thank you so much!

page 4 January 2012 Bethlehem STAR



2 MLEE]

We are all aware of the need for warm bedding during
these winter months. A large amount of material has been
donated. Would you be willing to help at home by sewing
quilt blocks of material together? Please contact Laurie
Siewert (503-690-0531) or Lorna Zimbrick (503-642-
2270) if you are able to help. Thank You!

Bethlehem Quilters made quilts for
a variety of ministries and individuals during 2011.
Here is where some of those quilts found a “home”:
2 went to local Lutheran School auctions, 5 for the
Mexico Mission Trip, 14 to Comforts of Home, 2 for
Crosswalk, 3 given as gifts, and 45 weresold at the
LWML Holiday Bazaar for support of ministry ef-
forts. Additional quilts are still available for sale. Contact Laurie or Lorna
or details.

@ - ALTAR GUILD HAPPENINGS )
Changes are happening in the Altar Guild! Beginning in January, Lillian
Harn and JoAnna Refsland will be taking over as co-chairmen. We thank
them for stepping up to perform these very vital tasks. We give thanks for
the faithful years of service of out-going chairs, Laurie Siewert and Lisa
Siewert -- well done, faithful servants!
The annual Brunch will be held on Saturday, January 21st, in the Inn. More information will
be coming later. Altar Guild is always in need of more helpers. If this is a way you might
\serve the Lord, please talk to Lil or JoAnna or come to the Brunch to learn more. y

LWML MEETS ON MONDAY, JANUARY 9
M. TO UNDECORATE THE FELLOWSHIP HALL & NARTHEX
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Preschool News

Happy New Year from the Preschool!! Everyone is excited
to be back at school again with their friends after a won-
derful Christmas with their families!

Mrs. Meier's 4 Year Old Class, Mary Heck, teacher’s aide
Hallelujah! “Happy are the people whose God is their Lord” Psalm 144:15. Our 4
year-old boys and girls were very Happy in December as they counted down the days until Christmas. An
Advent angel topped a red, white and green chain which grew shorter and shorter as
Jesus birthday approached. A favorite crocheted nativity set made long ago by Phyllis
Vantine helped tell the Incredible Christmas story with Gabriel the angel, Mary and
Joseph, the donkey, the Innkeeper and baby Jesus. We sang songs about Joseph the
carpenter and Ting-a-Leo, the donkey and we made an angel band and marched around
the school with our Instruments. We counted all the people in “Bethlehem” and sang a
lullaby to baby Jesus. And we had a very special visit from Santa Claus who helped us give
our gifts to our friends. Did you know that Santa Claus believes in Jesus, too?? He knows that Jesus is Gods
greatest gift to us and that is why he loves giving gifts, too! (Have you been able to tell by reading this what
our special letters of the month were?)

Mrs. Meier's 3 Year Old Class, Mary Heck, teacher’s aide

Christmas-time - a magical time for a 3-year-old, filled with candy canes, Christmas trees, twinkling lights
and presents wrapped in ribbons and bows. And what a joy and a privilege it is for our Preschool teachers to
tell these little 3-year olds that all of this is in celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Gods love came down at Christmas-time as He gave the world His greatest gift. We delighted in hearing
about the angels, Mary and Joseph and the journey to Bethlehem. And how excited we were when Jesus was
born in the stable. We decorated our room with “Hand-some” angels and made a little manger where we laid
our “peanut” baby. And we had fun making presents for our Mommies and Daddies and singing “Happy Birth-
day” to Jesus!

Mrs. Sellke’'s 4 Year Old Classes, Teri Robinson, teacher aides

“1”is for Immanuel and “J” is for Jesus!! Those are two of the names we learned for Christ during the
month of December. We were very excited to hear the story of Christmas. It started with the angel
Gabriel giving Mary and Joseph good news. And ended with the birth of Christ. Along the way we learned
that Mary and Joseph went on a long journey. Did they fly? Or take the bus? No, they walked and rode a
donkey. We decided this was a difficult way to travel! But, we are very thankful for their sacrifice. At the
end of the month we celebrated Jesus birthday by exchanging gifts with our friends. Thank you, God, for
your son.

Mrs. Sellke’s 3 Year Old Classes, Teri Robinson, teacher’s aide
Merry Christmas! During December, Mrs. Sellke’s three year old class enjoyed making
large paper candy canes and angels with our handprints for wings. Our favorite activity
was choosing a miniature Christmas tree that we decorated with tiny ornaments, and
lots of tinsel!! We also made handprint wreaths for our moms and dads and small gifts
we gave our families throughout the month. Of course, we heard the story of Jesus
birth and celebrated it with a gift exchange with our friends. Thank you, God, for giving
us your most precious gift, Jesus.
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STAR Lights . .. Stories to Inspire

from Ruth Dally

The following are some of the comments made by Andy
Rooney during his long lifetime ~

1. lve learned that. . . just one person saying, “You've made my
day!” makes my day.

2. lve learned that. . . having a child fall
asleep in your arms is one of the most
peaceful feelings in the world.

3. lve learned that. . . being kind is more important than
being right.

4. lve learned that. . . I can always pray for someone when I dont have the
strength to help in some other way.

5. lve learned that. . . no matter how serious your life requires you to be, everyone
needs a friend to act goofy with.

6. lve learned that. . . we should be glad God doesnt give us everything we ask for.

7. lve learned that. . . the easiest way for me to grow as a person is to surround
myself with people who are smarter than 1 am.

8. lve learned that. . . everyone you meet deserves to be
greeted with a smile.

9. lve learned that. . . no one is perfect until you fall in
love with them.

10.1ve learned that. . . I wish I could have told my Mom 1
love her one more time before she passed away.

11. lIve learned that. . . one should keep his words soft and tender, because tomor-
row you may have to eat them.
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World Mission News

Focus Ministry
The Christmas season is always a special time of the year for most people. This is true for
the international students, especially for those students who are non-Christian. It gives
the students opportunities to study our culture by observing how we react to holiday
traditions that we often take for granted. The students ask questions that we have to
stop and think about.

For example, on one of the evenings when | met with some Chinese students to look at
Christmas displays in the neighborhoods and in some of the local stores. One of the
students was curious about Christmas trees. He asked me a couple of questions that |
had never given much thought about. He was curious if there was a meaning to the
different sizes of lights on the trees—why do some trees have big light bulbs and others
small bulbs. This wasn’t too hard to answer because of the changes in technology—
smaller bulbs use less energy than bigger ones; however, some people have their fa-
vorite types of lights and still want to use them each yeatr.

The second guestion was more difficult to answer—what is the meaning of the round,
glass ornaments on the trees. | hadn’t give these any thought, because they have
always been there as decorations ever since | remember. | really couldn’t give him a
good answer that evening; it would require some research into origins or our Christmas
traditions. | told him | would get back to him.

As the evening went along, other questions came up that provided opportunities to
share the Gospel. | pray that he wasn’t confused by all of the answers that | provided
him. | also pray that he had the opportunity to think about the things that we talked
about. Overall, | continue to thank God for the different opportunities to share His Word.
These opportunities keep me on my toes in understanding our traditions and use them to
share the Gospel.
Christmas Traditions in the Philippines
One of the Philippine missionaries that | met last summer returned to the Philippines to
work with the local Lutheran churches. In a recent newsletter, he share a
few traditions that | thought I’d pass along:
- Filipinos love to shoot off fireworks both on Christmas Eve and on
New Year’s Eve—these are typically done by individual families.
The result is loud activities going on during those particular evenings.
Simbang Gabi (a Roman Catholic tradition), is a worship service
conducted in the middle of the night( 4 AM) 16 days before Christ-
mas. After the service, a rice cake, called Puto Bungbong is served.
Filipinos love just as much, as Americans, to go house-to-house Christmas caroling,
visiting both the homes of friends and family, and those who live in neighbor-
hoods. | particularly remember people coming by and saying Pasco, or
Maligayang Pasco (merry Christmas). Some of these carolers expected a small
donation for the poor. Because it is Christmas, people don’t mind the extra mon-
etary donations for the poor.
Mano Po Ninong. This is gift giving similar to the US tradition. However, on Christmas,
Godparents give a special gift to their baptized godchild.

(continued on page 10)
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(continued from page 9)

Good News from Russia
Rev. Alan Ludwig serving Russia shares the following news: “Every
Reformation Day, | marvel as | hear how clearly and purely the
Gospel is proclaimed here. How can this be when less than a gen-
eration ago no one preached the Word of grace at all? And yet,
the Lutheran church is no stranger here. The Reformation came to
Russia already during the 16th century, and continues today, de-
spite decades in the 20th century when its public voice was silent.
Like a vigorous plant, the Lutheran confession has sprouted, grown,
budded and blossomed after being cut down. The difference now is that in the old days,
Lutherans were ethnic Germans, Scandinavians and other foreigners transplanted to
Russia, with liturgies and hymns in the languages of their motherlands. Now, the Siberian
Evangelical Lutheran Church is ethnically Russian and is Russian-speaking. It is made up
almost entirely of people who have no ethnic Lutheran heritage, but whom the Spirit has
led to the conviction that the Gospel of God’s grace in Jesus Christ is the truth that sets
them free.”

Good News from Hong Kong
GEO* missionary Matt Fick shares the following news from Hong Kong: “While in Hong
Kong for a conference recently, a high school student asked a fellow missionary and me,
‘Why do you believe in God?’ | explained that | was blessed to have been raised in a
Christian home. | heard Bible stories even before | can remember. But | know that | do
bad things. Because of this, | know | need someone to save me, and Jesus did this for
me. Because God loves us so much, Jesus died for all the bad things | do. | don’t do
good things all the time, but | know that God sees me through Jesus’ goodness. I’ve also
seen people change—they try to do good after they believe in God. That’s what’s so
amazing about God—He changes people. At this point, | asked her and her friends
about their beliefs. While none of them believe in God, they are at least hearing about
God’s Word in the Lutheran school they are attending. Pray that they may continue
opening their hearts to God and that the Holy Spirit uses moments such as these to bring
them to faith.”
Prayers
Please join me in praying for the following:
- For continued connections with International students, to help them find Jesus and

the answers that they are looking for.

For the recovery efforts for the people of the

Southern Philippines who lost family members,

homes, and jobs due to the recent flash floods

in Mindanao. Although our own family wasn’t

affected by this tragedy, a lot of people were

and will continue hurt due to this disaster.

For safety of the missionaries throughout the

world as they continue to proclaim Jesus. Also

pray for many hearts to be opened to the

message of hope through Jesus.

In the Name of Christ,

p'é'g%rlt()) fretzen January 2012 Bethlehem STAR
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church and Preschool
18865 SW Johnson St. Aloha, OR 97006-3164

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

David Reinke, Interim Pastor

Bob Fossum, Minister of Family Life

Carolyn Meier, Preschool Director

Robin Fossum, Parish Administrator

Brenda Shults, Receptionist & Preschool Secretary

Worship Services: 8:30am, 11:00am

Sunday School, Youth Bible Studies & Adult Discpleship: 9:45am
Office Phone: 503-649-3380  FAX: 503-649-1530
blc.aloha@frontier.com

http://mww.blcfamily.org

Bethlehem
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